Decorate Your Life™
ArtRev.com

Sunday Afternoon on the Island of La Grande Jatte by Georges Seurat

(On Sale!)

Giclee on Canvas (Museum Wrap) - Main Subject: Impressionism
Item Number
1847311015
Retail Value
$150
ArtRev.com Price
$99
You Save 34% Off [-$51.00]
Dimensions (As Shown)
21.5W x 14.5H Inches
54.61W x 36.83H cm
Medium
Giclee on Canvas (Museum
Wrap)

About Georges Seurat
Georges Seurat was born on December 2, 1859, in Paris. In 1875 he attended the municipal school of sculptor Justin Lequien.
From March 1878 to November 1879 he was enrolled in the Ecole des Beaux-Arts. After a year of military service on the Breton
coast, Seurat returned to Paris. From the late 1870s his interest in current scientific theories about color perception and
chromatics grew, and by 1881, he had studied Principles of Harmony and Contrast of Colors (1839) by Michel-Eugène Chevreul
and treatises by Charles Blank, Thomas Couture, Ogden N. Rood, and David Sutter.
A portrait drawing by Seurat was selected for the 1883 Salon. In 1884 after being rejected by the Salon, he, with Henri-Edmond
Cross, Maximilian Luce, Odilon Redon, and Paul Signac, founded the Salon des Indépendants. With Cross and Signac, Seurat
developed Divisionism (the term he preferred to Pointilism), breaking down colors into their constituent hues and applying them
side by side on canvas. In Seurat's method, which he also called peinture optique, colors placed next to each other were intended
to mix in the eye of the viewer and approximate the quality of natural light. In 1886 Seurat met mathematician and scientist
Charles Henry. Vocal in his ideas about the interconnections between aesthetics and science, Henry influenced Seurats desire to
logically control color and space and his later attempts to find methodical, scientific means of composition.
In addition to numerous smaller works, Seurat created seven major paintings, the best-known of which is perhaps Sunday
Afternoon on the Island of the Grande Jatte (188486, Art Institute of Chicago) first exhibited in the Eighth Impressionist
Exhibition in 1886. Throughout the late 1880s, he summered on the Channel coast, working outdoors from the landscape and
following the example of Impressionism [more] in selecting his subject matter. In the late 1880s he expanded his depictions of
bourgeois Parisian life to include scenes of circuses and cabarets.
Shortly after installing the 1891 Salon des Indépendants, Seurat took ill. He died on March 29 in Paris, after a brief bout with
pneumonia or meningitis. At his parents' request, the contents of Seurat's studio were classified and, after a proposed gift to the
Louvre was refused, dispersed among Madeleine Knobloch (his common-law wife) and several of Seurat's followers.

Giclee on Canvas (Museum Wrap)
Museum wrap is a frameless presentation technique used for artwork mounted on stretcher bars. The canvas or fabric is mounted
onto stretcher bars with no visible staples on the edge of the frame. Edges are either painted dark or more commonly left
unpainted.
Giclee [zhee-clay] is a French term meaning a 'squirt or spray of ink'. This process utilizes sophisticated printing techniques
whereby an industrial 8-Color to 12-Color inkjet printer sprays a staggering four million droplets of ink per second onto archival
fine art paper or canvas. Requiring highly sophisticated printers and special pigment inks for an extremely wide color gamut, this
blend of fine art and state-of-the-art technology produces exceptional fine art prints. Giclee prints are usually coated with a high
quality gloss or varnish to minimize abrasion and increase resistance to image fading. Additionally, protective coatings protect
expensive prints against moisture.
Giclee prints render deep, saturated colors and retain minute detail, subtle tints and blends. The quality of the giclee print rivals
traditional silver-halide and gelatin printing processes and is commonly found in museums, art galleries, and photographic
galleries.
The giclee printing process provides better color accuracy than other means of reproduction. The prints may be hand embellished
by the artist using paint, ink and gold foil stamping for a mixed media effect. Giclee prints are sometimes mistakenly referred to as
Iris prints, which are 4-Color ink-jet prints from a printer pioneered in the late 1970s by Iris Graphics.
Numerous examples of giclee prints can be found in New York City at the Metropolitan Museum, the Museum of Modern Art, and
the Chelsea Galleries. Recent auctions of giclee prints have fetched as much as $20,000.
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